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The purpose of this project is to exam the vocabulary selected in “Japanese Language Proficiency
Test: Level 3/4, Level 2, and Level 1, which has been regarded as the standard index of Japanese
language proficiency for Japanese departments and applied Japanese departments. TIO (2005) has
done a survey on this field but the approach was more emphasized on the relation of high level
Japanese reading and exam vocabulary. This project puts more emphasis on the primary vocabulary
study on each level. Three years are required for this project: a study on level 3/4 for the first year, on

level 2 for the second year and on level 1 for the last year.

Our approach is based on SHIBATA(2002), which has developed a semantic categorization analysis and

classified verbs and adjectives into 100 pairs in 7 digits coding. Based on this semantic coding, we



co—relate verbs and adjectives to their correspondent nouns, adverbial adjectives and adverbs in each
level. This approach allows us to identify the compliment easily and has a good match with the
contemporary linguistic theory, which considers verbs and adjectives as the center of the basic phrase

pattern.

Secondly, we use the latest version of Shin Meikai Kokugo Jiten (Japanese dictionary) (6™ version,
2005) and list each valence of all verbs and adjectives of each level. For example, we got 270 verbs for
level 3/4, 500 verbs for level 2 and 360 verbs for level 1.

Then, from the vocabulary of each level, we select a set of Japanese—Chinese synonyms out, which are
frequently used, having polysemous structure and easily confusing words, such as au, takai, kawaru and
hana in Japanese. Each of them corresponds to he &, bian % ' gao &, hua {E in Chinese. Based
on cognitive linguistic methodology, we develop a set of figures to compare Japanese—Chinese

synonyms to figure out their semantic differences and similarity.

The accomplishment of this project will not only benefit scholars and teachers who teach Japanese in
universities but also function as criteria for the entrance exam of the related departments. The most
important meaning lies in providing Japanese learners a useful learning method, that is, each word is not
isolated by itself, rather they are connected to other words. We firmly believe that through this kind of
collocation stimulation, learners can make rapid progress in their speaking, reading, listening and writing
ability.
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