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conduct the government of a kingdom, is nevertheless by right of inheritance to be regarded as a lawful
magistrate, and as such to be obeyed as of divine right?’ ",f 7270 AL o F b A B R AL A T “Whether
obedience is to be rendered to a Magistrate who enforced idolatry and condemns true religion; and whether
those authorities, who are still in military occupation of towns and fortresses, are permitted to repel this
ungodly violence from themselves and their friends?” % ‘To which party must Godly persons attach
themselves, in the case of a religious Nobility resisting an idolatrous sovereign? £ The Works of John Knox,
111, 221, 223, 225.

The Works of John Knox, 11, 221.

% A Richard L. Greaves, “Concepts of Political Obedience in Late Tudor England: Conflicting Perspectives,”
The Journal of British Studies, 22-1 (1982): 23-34.
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Divine Punishment or Providence? Catholic and Protestant Polemicists on
Female Authority in Mid-English Reformation, 1547-1559

Lin, May-shine

Department of History, National Cheng-Chi University

Reformation England suffered dreadful religious conflicts, worsened by a series of official religious
changes in the reigns of King Henry VIII’s heirs. Queens’ ruling in England only made religious
instability even more difficult. Against this background, | investigate the controversy over female
authority between Catholics and Protestants in mid-English Reformation (1547-1559), a period of
dramatic religious changes, and reveal the complex of gender, religion and politics in their discourse.

Catholic supporters of Queen Mary recommended a theory of political obedience that is neutral to
the rulers’ sexes. In contrast, some of the Protestant exiles advocated the theory of active resistance
on the ground that female rule was in violation of divine law. However, the succession of Elizabeth
Tudor turned the Protestant rejection of female authority into a defence of it, claiming that female rule
is compatible with the divine will, laws, customs and historical examples, and therefore deserves
popular obedience. Although the attitudes towards female authority differed between Protestant and
Catholic polemicists or among their own comrades, they all understood female rulers as God’s
instruments, either as divine punishment or as providence.

All the polemicists intended neither to elaborate a new conception of sexual differences, nor to
speak for a sexual revolution. Their discourse is no more than employing the language of gender to
serve their religious and political interests, which determined their support for or opposition to a
specific female ruler.

Keywords: English Reformation, female authority, political obedience, theory of resistance
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