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ABSTRACT

Based on the “Our Common Future” published by United Nation, Agenda 21
was proposed and revised by the representatives of all countries and non-official
agencies. It was then passed by the Global Summit in June 1992 at Brazil.

The theme of Agenda 21 is to emphasize the importance of comprehensive
approach in solving environmental and developmental problems. All countries
should work together to establish a global partnership for sustainable development.
Facing to the challenges of Agenda 21, the most critical task is to encourage public
participation. Not only the official organizations related to United Nation and all
countries, non-official and non-profit organizations should be encouraged either. The
preparation of Agenda 21 includes national and local levels. While the Agenda 21 at
national level should be prepared by each national government, local Agenda 21
should be prepared by local governments. The purpose of this research is to plan the
research programs for the local Agenda 21 given the special situation of our local
environment and the constraints of academic resources. This research is particularly
aimed at the area of voluntary environmental management.

The environmental quality of Taiwan area has long been criticized. Not only
the natural resources not well preserved, but also the built environment is
deteriorating. The poor quality of environment is not just because of poor planning,
the ineffective management mechanism is even more critical. In other words, the
development of voluntary community environmental management mechanism is the

key to improve environmental quality in the promotion of local Agenda 21.

The result of this research is to propose a framework of research plan for the
future promotion of local Agenda 21 in Taiwan area, while special environmental
situations are considered. Discussions during the research process can be found in

Appendix of this report.

Keywords: Agenda 21, Local Community, Sustainable Development,
Research Planning
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