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Abstract

The purposes of this study are to develop a web-based Chinese idiom instructional
system based on theories of language learning and instruction, and to investigate its
effectiveness in teaching application via a usability study. The functions of the system include
online editing of instructional materials such as basic information, explanation, origins,
applications, use in context, practice, reading and assignment, and online learning as well as
documenting learning process with online portfolios. Results of this study demonstrated
teachers' acceptance of this system and confirmed its helpfulness of promoting students
understanding, teachers preparation and implementation of instruction, as well as Chinese
idiom learning. This pilot study provides experience of an innovative Chinese idiom system
design and users feedbacks that would contribute to future system devel opment, application

and research.

Keywords: Chinese idiom instruction, instructional resources, Information
infusion instruction, Network system, Chinese/ Mandarin Education



