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High-income Housing and their
Building Blocs in Taipei
A Case Study of Luxurious Condominiumsin

Xinyi Center
Jun-HuaLin Sue-Ching Jou
Abstract

The high-income housing in Taipei, so-called “luxurious condominiums’ in the
real estate market, is often defined by real estate agents as the high-priced, large-sized
and luxuriously facilitated residences. They are leading commodities in Taipei's real
estate market and are usually resided by local celebrities. To study the building forms
and locational characteristics of high-income housing is critically important for
understanding a city’s spatial structure and urban form. However, not much scholarly
work has been devoted to studying the high-income housing in Taipei. This paper uses
the newly created high-income addresses in Taipei’s new city center as the case study
area to understand the characteristics of Taipei's high-income housing commodities
and their oligopoly developing process. The paper is composed of three major parts.
The first part focuses on analyzing the social, economic and political backgrounds for
recent developments of Taipei’s high-income real estate sub-market. The second
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describes the transition of location and building forms of Taipei's major high-income
residential areas. The third part seeks to reveal the producers of the high-income
housing commodities for the newly developed high-income residential areain Taipel’s
Xinyi center. In conclusion, (1) luxurious condominiums in the Xinyi Center are
conspicuous commodities in the form of high-rise housing complex; (2) ther
construction has been monopolized by three production blocs; (3) international
architects and construction companies have played a greater role than before in the
structure of high-income housing provision.

Keywords: high-income housing, luxurious condominium, structure of housing
provision, building blocs, Xinyi Planning District.
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