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A Study of Taiwanese Sugar Millsin Ching Dynasty
Hui-wen Koo

National Taiwan University

Abstract
We study contracts to understand the operations of Taiwanese sugar-mills in Ching
Dynasty. Among different kinds of mills, farmers’ cooperative mills had the most
complicated charters. This was because the mills were commons which property
rights were not as clearly defined as the mill singled owned by a landlord capital-
ist. However, through negotiation, farmers prevented “the tragedy of commons”
and cooperative mills still prevailed. They were only eliminated in the turn of the
20th century when the Japanese introduced advanced technology to manufacture
in Taiwan. Before that, cane farmers managed to share commons more than 200

years in Taiwan.
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