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Table 1. Wood weight losses by Coptotermes formosanus feeding for 8weeks

Wood species Weight loss (g/ 8 weeks)x S.E.
Chamaecyparis formosensis 0.216+ 0.069 b”
Tectona grandis 0.576+ 0.257 b
Cunninghamia lanceolata 1.520+ 0.560 b
Gonystylus bancanus 4277+ 1.185b
Pinus luchuensis 20.578+ 5.559 a

Y Means within a given column followed by the same letter are not significantly different (p>0.05).
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Table 2. Analysis of variance for wood weight loss by Coptotermes formosanus feeding

Source of variation df Mean square =
Wood species 4 742.066 12.14*
Sequence 4 25.851 0.42n.s.
Date 3 106.711 1.75ns.
Date x wood species 12 77.512 1.27ns.
Y'* p<0.001, n.s. p>0.05.
S 4
8
Oi (11)
foragers
@ quinones 1,4- naphthoquinone 100
pyrones flavones 99~100

flavipes
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19 peters and Allen®®
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ABSTRACT

Chang, L.}, Wu, W. J.2, and Hsu, E. L.>* 2002. The food preference of the
Formosan subterranean termite, Coptotermes formosanus (lsoptera:
Rhinoter mitidae). Plant Prot. Bull. 44: 135 - 139. (*Conservation Division, National
Palace Museum, Taipei, Taiwan, ROC; 2 Department of Entomology, National Taiwan
University, Taipei, Taiwan, ROC)

Five different kinds of wood blocks, Chamaecyparis formosensis, Tectona
grandis, Cunninghamia lanceolata, Gonystylus bancanus, and Pinus luchuensis,
were put into one tubular can in a random complete block design, and then
burried at 15 cm depth under soil for attracting the Formosan subterranean
termites, Coptotermes formosanus. The loss weights were calculated after 8
weeks. The result indicated that the termite most preferred Pinus luchuensi
amoung the wood blocks tested. In addition, the relative position of wood
blocks in a tubular can did not affect the feeding preference of the termite.

(Key words: Formosan subterranean termite, Coptotermes formosanus, food
preference)

*Corresponding author. E-mail: elhsu@ccms.ntu.edu.tw

139



