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Abstract

Based on previous studies, the deficits
of joint attention (JA) and communication

SRR AR S E 10 s

intent (ClI) are hypothesized to be the core
deficits of autistic disorder. The origind
objective was to evaluate the therapeutic
effect of JA-training added to an established
treatment program with experiment-control
design. Taking into  account the
recommendations given by the two project
reviewers, reviewer one recommended “more
stringent control procedure” and reviewer
two recommended “single subject multiple
baseline design”, the execution of the project
was modified. The objective of the study was
changed to “training initiating joint attention
using discrete trial” and the research method
was change to multiple baseline design. We
wrote discrete trial protocol to train 3
initiating JA: on-looking, finger pointing, and
gaze monitoring. Two boys fulfilled DSM-IV
autistic disorder criteria were study subjects.
Assessed in 24 months, ESCS reved
prominent JA deficit, and BSID reveaed
their mental age were 15 and 17 months,
respectively. They entered treatment in 26
and 27 months, respectively. Figure 1
showed the positive result. The study group
videotaped and reviewed the two
psychologists treatment sessions, 3 group
and 3 individual sessions for each therapist.
We aso reviewed the discrete trial format by
Lovaas (1983, 2003). Then the two
psychologists drafted the treatment items in
discrete trial format. The drafts were
discussed and modified in group discussion.
We finished the treatment items in the
following domains. Attention, Imitation,
Language Comprehension, Language
Expression, Cognition, and Self-Care. The
Play domain will be completed in the near
future. The authors also report the follow-up
of the pilot study subjects. All three children
developed some communicative speech.
However, the experimental child who had
been trained for JA seemed to have better



socia reciprocity with peers.

Keywords:. infantile autism, joint attention,
communication intent, early
intervention
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