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Stakeholders’ Participation in the Process of Program Development in
Lifelong Education

Key words Lifelong Education Program Development Stakeholders’
Participation

Various educational programs and activities in terms of lifelong
education have been carried out by different institutions in Taiwan.
These educational programs and learning activities could be categorized
into four educational purposes. There pourposes inclue of (1) helping
people to acquire skills for coping society life and profession
competence, (2) helping people pursing self and/or excellence, (3)
helping people solving problems in related personal or community
affairs, and (4) helping people being self-directed learner.

To reach to any kind of the mentioned educational aims, the lifelong
educational providers (institutions) develop a collaborative educational
program. In the process of program development, the lifelong educators
and learners are collaboratively to plan, design and implement a series
of decisions and actions, and involve stakeholders participating in the
process (the stakeholders include educational administrators,
programmers, experts, resources supports, funds supports and local
leaders). All the interests, power relation of the stakeholders deeply
impacts the program practices in lifelong education.

While lifelong education was carried out throughout diverse
institutions, what kinds of the educational programs and learning
activities are exactly being implemented in the field? And, among these
educational programs, who involve and affect the program development and
implementation? This study, therefore, places emphasis on exploring:
(1) what kinds of educational programs and at what purposes are



implementing in the field, (2) what types of stakeholders involve in and
affect to the program development and implementation, and (3) how the
stakeholders’ participation impact the learning results of the
learners.
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