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A Phonological Study of the
Interchangeable Characters from the
vowel/stop- ended rhyme Divisions in the
Chu Bamboo Slip Texts of
Guodian and Shangho

LLee Chun - Chih*®

Abstract

This paper investigates the interchangeable characters in certain Chu
bamboo slips of Guodian and Shangbo. This paper shows that a study of the
interchangeable characters in these texts can help to solve some long-stand-
ing problems concerning the interchangeability of characters and rhyme
merger. This paper will specifically discuss the interchangeability of charac-
ters from the vowel/stop-ended rhyme division except the divisions of you,
xiao, hou, and yu. The primary conclusion of this paper is that the inter-
changeability of different divisions and rhyme merger are the result of
convergence of readings from different strata. The interchangeability of
different divisions and rhyme merger indicates that the rhyme divisions zhi
( ), zhi (J&), and zhi ( 37) should have a low vowel stratum. The switch

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan
University.
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of the vowel/stop-ended rhymes and the nasal-ended rhymes that occurs in
the interchangeable characters and rhyme merger arises from a different
reading stratum. The ji (%) division should have been an independent divi-
sion. The interchangeability of yu ( f4) and ge ( 3X) reflects an earlier low
vowel stratum.

Keywords: Archaic Chinese sound system,
vowel/stop-ended rhyme divisions,
character interchangceahbility, rhyme merger,
switch of vowel/stop-ended and nasal-ended rhymes,
phonological stratum
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