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A Study on the Combinations of Verbal Nouns and the Irregular

Verb “Suru”

HUANG Hung-hsin *

Abstract

In Japanese, there are two forms of expression to combine verbal
nouns and the irregular verb “suru” , “verbal nouns +suru” and “verbal
nouns +o+suru”. These two forms of expression are considered almost
the same in their meanings. Only that the form of “verbal nouns
+o0+suru” is used as nouns, while the form of “verbal nouns +suru” is
used as verbs. Maybe this is the reason why the studies on their
differences are so rare. And the purpose of this paper is to survey the

differences between these two forms of expression.

Our findings are as follows:

1. If the connotation of verbal nouns is some state of affairs, and
when the subject of action has to face that situation by chance, then
we could use the form of “verbal nouns +o+suru”.

2. On the occasions when the nature of nouns in the verbal nouns
reveals itself, we should use the form of “verbal nouns +o+suru”. But
on the occasions when the nature of verbs in the verbal nouns reveals

itself, we should use the form of “verbal nouns +suru”.

" Associate Professor of the Department of Japanese Language and Literature,
National Taiwan University
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3. The subject of “verbal nouns +o+suru” has to be living things like
human beings, while the subject of “verbal nouns +suru” has to be
inanimate objects.

4. If a verbal noun accompanies an attributive adjunct, and the whole
phrase forms some state of affairs, we should use the form of “verbal
nouns +o+suru”. If there is an auxiliary word “0” in the sentence

already, then we use the form of “verbal nouns +suru”.

Key words: state of affairs, chance, the nature of verbs, the nature of

nouns
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