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The developmental relationship between

early child language and symbolic play

Scott Chien-Hsiung Chiu®  Hintat Cheung®

TFu-Jen Catholic University *  National Taiwan University ®

This study examines the developmental relationship between symbolic play and early
child language. Three groups of children, namely four normally developing children, three
children with Down’s syndrome and three children with language delayed were examined.
They had been assessed for four times within a span of eight months. Symbolic Play Test
was administered and free speech samples were also collected.  Our results showed that
symbolic play and language develop hand in hand in general. The first sign of language,
babbling stage is accompanied with sensory-motor play. When a child starts producing
single words, symbolic play emerges. By the time word combinations are found, internally
directed play is also observed. As for the performance of the different groups, the normally
developing children showed a synchronous growth in both domains.  Children with Down’s
syndrome spent a longer period of transition but once they moved upward on the linguistic
side, their symbolic play followed. Result from the language delay group, however, is
mixed. While some children of this group showed a similar synchronous development in
language and symbolic play, dissociations between the two domains are also found in one
child.

Key words: symbolic play, language development, Down’s syndrome, ianguage delayed



