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Economic Incorporation and Social Adaptation of Young First Generation
Taiwan Migrantsin Australia

Abstract

In the last two decades, Taiwan-born immigrantsin Australiaincreased in large numbers
since the early 1980s and reached a peak in 1991, forming a* second wave’ of Chinese migrants
after the China-born and Hong Kong-born.  The recent Census of 2001 recorded 22,418
Taiwan-born migrants.  With census data and research by the authors in the past six years as
background, this study explores the experience and adaptation of young first generation migrants
who moved with their parents as part of the Business Migration Program.  Although many
migrants stated “education for children” and “life style” as their major reasons for moving, the
experience and adaptation of the children as associational movers were seldom studied. Inthis
research, their values, attitude, behavior, educational experience and interaction with parents are
probed into. Their adaptation process and self-identity presumably differ from their parents
who find it difficult to engage in gainful employment after immigration.

Triangulation method is used for thisresearch. Inthe first year, Census data provides clues
to building a questionnaire which was pre-tested in July, 2003, and administered to 77 young
migrants in Sydney, Brisbane and Perth in January 2004. In the second stage of research, a
qualitative approach would be used by using in-depth interviews and focus group research of both
young first generation migrants who stayed in Australiaor have returned to Taiwan.  Snow-ball
sampling method would be used based on the network which was developed over the last six
years of fieldwork. The questions being asked are in the areas of 1) process of migration, 2)
education in Australia, 3) self identity, 4) work and 5) personal data.

Asthe young first generation constitutes a good part of the elite population who emigrated
oversesas, it would be important to assess their needs and future contributions to both Taiwan and
Australia.  Government policies geared towards migrants need to include both young and old
generations of migrants as well as those who returned.

Keywords: young first generation Taiwanese migrant, young return migrants,
employment, adaptation, self-identity, Australia
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1980
Walmsley, Roley and Hugo 1999 Taiwan-born
groups 1981 1986
1991-1996 8.5% 2001

22,418
2000 Bea and Sos, 1999

2002

?
Chinese-Australians
(quality education)
high-achieving Asian students
Jayasuriya and Kee, 1999
2002-2003 68.8%

permanent arrivals and departures

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
1990 -199 -199 -199 -199 -199 -199 -199 -199 -200 -200 -200 -2003
-1991 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 O 1 2

permanent arrivals 3,491 3,1721,434 785 794 1,6382,1801,5181,5561,6992,5991,715 1,109

permanent departures 99 178 162 183 170 219 261 261 516 663 704 749 763
/ % 28 56 113 233 214 134 120 17.2 33.2 39.0 27.1 43.7 68.8

DIMA 2002 Australian Immigration Consolidated Satistics, No. 21, 1999-00, , http://www.immi.gov.au
DIMA 2003 Immigration Update 1999-2000, 2000-2001, 2001-2002, http://www.immi.gov.au
DIMA 2004 Immigration Update 2002-2003, http://www.immi.gov.au
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15 24 ( 43%
33%) 25 49 45.8% 34%

Age-sex Sructure of Taiwan-born Population, 1981-2001
1981 1986 1991 1996 2001
Mae Femae| Mde Femade| Mae Female| Mae Femae| Made Femae

0-14 16.75 2339|3054 2393|2990 2105|1593 11.55| 10.47 8.20
15-24 20.05 2029|1498 1288|2470 26.71|4259 37.65| 43.0/ 33.40
25-49 51.77 5094|3845 56.66|38.70 46.11|32.18 4345| 3354 45.80
50-64 10.16 415| 5.23 476 | 5.64 455 | 7.42 542 | 11.02 10.63
65+ 1.27 124 221 1.76 | 1.06 157 | 1.89 193| 165 1.55

Total 394 483 | 861 1195 | 5659 6768 | 8751 10796 | 10152 12266
877 2056 12427 19547 22418

15 24

Boyer 1995 Ho Coughlan 1997 |Ip Wu Inglis 1998 Wu Ip Inglis
1998 Schak 1999 Kee 1999 Chiang Kuo 2000 1996
Tseng, Bulbeck, Chiang and Hsu 1999

Asian Migration: Pacific Rim Dynamics

Pe-Pua et al. 1996 Mak 1995
Skeldon 1994 1995 Wong 1997
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