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The Outlook of Taiwan in Soseki Literature--Centered
on “Gubijinso”

Fan, Shu-wen

Abstract

We’ll focus our discussion on Ono, one of the leading characters in the
work, and Taiwankan, a small corner of the fair. And we are going to
analyze and compare the similarities between them, to expound and
verify the significance of their similarities and the intention of Soseki’s
portraying this character and this scene.

Though Ono is a person, and Taiwangan is a building, they share a
very similar destiny. The former tries hard to cast off his past and to seek
fame and gain; the latter, decorated with gorgeous neon light, is an
instrument of propaganda for modernization--actually the Taiwanese all
live in poverty. Both of them have a feeling of incompatibility and
uneasiness in the process of modernization. This is the so-called
“non-spontaneous reform” in Soseki’s famous speech “the Reform of
Modern Japan”. He emphasizes over and over again that this kind of
reform will bring quite a few disadvantages.

Soseki believes that both of Ono and Taiwangan should be kept as they
are. In the process of life or modernization, one should not lose his
innate character.

Key words: incompatibility, uneasiness, non-spontaneous reform,

spontaneous modernization, innate character

" Assistant Professor of the Department of Japanese Language and Literature,
National Taiwan University.
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