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An Ingtitutional Analysis of the Impact of I nfor mation and
Communication Technologieson Urban Spatial
Development: The Case Study of Taipe City’ sBroadband
Networ k Development

*1 *2

Chung-Chen Kao Sue-Ching Jou
Abstract

This article aims at examining the impact of “information and communication networks”, which
are the backbones of information society, on urban spaces by using Taipei City as case study area. We
focus on analyzing the institutional foundations of a specific communication medium in the city, which
is the broadband network. We also discuss how the broadband network relates to spatial structure of the
city. This article starts at reviewing recent theoretical debates on the relationships between the ICTs and
spatial development. It, then, proposes an analytical framework for empirical study nourished by
perspectives from institutional turn in social sciences recently. The third and fourth parts of the paper
present major findings on the institutional foundations of Taipei” broadband network and path dependent
effect of urban spatial development. It is concluded that the information age or network society is not
de-material or spaceless. Instead there are complicated and multi-dimensional restructuring processes
inherent in information society, and these processes are still concretely and geographically embedded in
urban places.

Keywords: information city, telecommunication and city, information and communication technology,

information and communication networked space, Taipei City.
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