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Abstract

This project purports to employ
contemporary theories, especially the ones
that have bearings on the discussion of fin de
siecle (such as those about temporality and
modernity by Benjamin, Heidegger, Levinas,




Gadamar, Ricoeur, Lacan, Bhabha, etc.,
those about space and everyday life by
Lefevbre and Soja, those about globalization,
and other related postmodern and
postcolonial theories) to examine two closely
related phenomena in modern Taiwanese
culture—nativism and modemity—which
have existed in a dialectical relationship
since very early on in the history of modern
Taiwan. The forms nativism in Taiwan
(and for that matter in most other
non-Western societies) has taken make it
clear that nativism as a local cultural
discourse is no longer a purely
anti-modermnity discourse derived from
Romanticism but an uneasy admixture of the
desire to return to an authentic native essence
and dream of modernity. The way these
two sides of an unstable coin interact with
each other, coupled with Taiwan’s complex
history of being colonized as well as the
unique process of her decolonization, gave
shape to the different outlooks and
trajectories of the three nativist movements
(the Nativist movement in the Japanese
occupation period, the Nativist movement in
the 70s and the Nativization movement that
began in the eighties and has continued to the
very present), each featuring an attitude
toward modemity supposedly answering to
the demands of history. The fin de siecle
perspective provides a vantage point from
which to launch an inquiry that can cut to the
root of the intricate,entangled relations
between nativism and modern Taiwanese
literature and culture—the dispute over
bourgeois modernity that arose at the last fin
de siecle.

This project will be executed over a period of
three years with a paper written at the end of
each year. The first year will be focused on
clarifying the relationship between nativism
and modemity in Taiwanese society. The
first step will be to sort out the relevance of
fin de siecle related theories to contemporary
culture. That is, how the issues raised and
theorized in the anti-bourgeois cultural
revolution taken place at the last fin de siecle
could shed light on the relationship between

the following poles: tradition and modernity,
history and the now, colonization and being
colonized, authentic existence and everyday
life, etc.. And next I will examine literary
works from the three nativist movements so
as to bring out the insights and blindness of
these movements. In the second year, my
research will be directed toward fictional
works in the nineties that put forth a
contemporary reconfiguration of the nativist
belief(s). This part of the research will
investigate the thematic of “spiritual
barrenness” under the impact of accelerated
and deepened modernization, a motif that
strings through all these works but produces
different modes of contemplation on how to
relate to tradition and history and how to
recuperate an “authentic existence”. The
third year will be devoted to an examination
of contemporary filmic representations of an
reconfigured understanding of the nativist
problematic. That is, the investigation will
look at how these films either transform land,
tradition, and history into a metaphor or
depict them as (lost) dreams for the purpose
of re-thinking and intervening in modernity
when in our drastically urbanized and
commercialized surroundings, the “native
soil” with its cultural legacy has all but
become an afterimage.

Keywords: 1) fin de siecle; 2) nativism; 3)
modernity; 4) temporality; 5) everyday life; 6)
spiritual barrenness; 7) bourgeois; 8)
authenticity; 9) tradition; 10) experience
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