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This project attempts to understand how
the Western industrialized democracies
develop institutions of governance to
regulate  biotechnology. In the first
year of the three-year project, | collect
comprehensive data about the historical
evolution of the institutions of
governance in the United States, Great
Britain, France, Germany and European
Union< and analyze the case of the
United States.

| found that science experts play an
important role in shaping public policy
governing biotechnology and genetic
engineering. In the USA system of
regulation, there has been lack of
institutional mechanism to funnel and
respond to public concerns. After the
1980s, governmental policy governing
molecules has turned to de-regulation
approach, in part due to the actual and
potential  profits in  the rapid
commercialization of biotechnology,
and collaborative relations between the
government, industry and science
community.
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