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Abstract

While scientists have rapidly developed techniques for genetically screening and diagnosing
human beings in the embryo stage, their social impacts have just started being systematically
researched. This project intends to explore the association between prenatal genetic screening,
scientific motherhood, and the ideas of “perfect babies.” We investigate whether this routine genetic
screening has reshaped the contents of motherhood, changed the experiences of mothering, and
impacted on the social status of children with disabilities. We found that more screening resources or
technological advancement do not necessarily lead to the reduction of “disabled babies.” Some
babies at high risk for disability are borne because of advanced medical technologies. Patents’
groups tend to emphasi ze the importance of genetic screening. At the same time, they stress the
dignity and life meanings of these disable children as one strategy to de-stigmatize themselves. We
argue that the marginalization of the disabled -- lack of participation of normal social lives -- should be
seen as one face of socia oppression.
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