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FEEPEES R AKE - 1REF 0.78 (0.41)
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An Interventional Study Assessing Community
Medicine Learning among Residents Undertaking
the Course "Post-Graduate Year One (PGY-I)
General Medicine"

Shou-Hung Hung M.D.', Wen-Yu Hu R.N., Ph.D.?, Wen-Jing Liu M.D. M.P.H.,
Tai-Yuan Chiu M.D. M.H.Sci.’, Ching-Yu Chen M.D.’, Bor-Shen Hsieh M.D. Ph.D.*

The project "post-graduate (PGY-I) general
medicine training" has been conducted in Taiwan with
the aim of promoting the competence of medical gra-
duates with respect to patient-centered care. Further-
more, a further aim is to enable them to provide a hig-
her quality of medical care and eventually to meet bet-
ter the needs of health care system. The duration of
this training project is three month, including one
month of community medicine training, which it was
hoped would improve the medical graduates' knowl-
edge of and attitude toward community health. This
study was performed to investigate the knowledge and
attitude relative to community medicine amongst
PGY-I residents undertaking the course described abo-
ve and to identify any changes that had occurred after
the one month of training in community medicine. In
addition, the graduates' willingness to learn commun-
ity medicine and their learning needs were also inves-
tigated. A total of 83 PGY-I residents who undertook
this course completed the interview questionnaire both
pre and post course. The results showed that the PGY-
I residents' accurate response rate in terms of their
knowledge had been improved significantly by the

course (0.45 vs. 0.52, range 0-1, t=0.497, p<0.001).
However, post-course, eight out of fifteen knowledge
items still had a less than 50% accurate response rate.
In addition, the PGY-I residents had a positive belief
in community medicine that was unchanged by the
course and three from six items of negative beliof that
had become less negative after the course. Post-cour-
se, we found that about seventy percent (72.3%) of re-
sidents showed a willingness to learn community
medicine and this was an increase compared to before
the training course[R1] and we also found that the re-
sidents' satisfaction with the community medicine tra-
ining was almost eighty percent. In conclusion, the re-
sidents who took community medicine course PGY-I
showed a significant improvement in their knowledge
of community medicine despite a relatively low accu-
rate response rate for several items, possibly due to in-
adequate time. A more positive belief in community
medicine after the training course was a second im-
portant outcome. In addition, the incorporation of the
training needs expressed by the residents into future
courses on community medicine will be a worthwhile
effort. (Full text in Chinese)

Key words: community medicine, post-graduate general medicine, knowledge, attitude
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