R =&

Z BB E B H 2858 » 1985-1995

B EF R ORREWB? OLRFV
WEeI-Her HonG!, Suou-Hsia CHeENG!, RaY-E CHANG?, TUNG-LIANG CHIANG!"

AL ERREAAMELRARMAARNEHAKRART S, ERTEEB B —R
Graduate Institute of Public Health, and Center for Health Policy Research, College of Public Health, National
Taiwan University, No.1, Jen- Ai Rd, 1st Section, Taipei, Taiwan, R.O.C.

PH 2 BB KEARME SR ERBBET IR LA

Graduate Institute of Health Care Organization Administration, College of Public Health, National Taiwan
University.

* # 3 4F & Correspond author.

H1985SEMAZ G BABFETUR ) FTEE R L BAENBRAACHAEN R LE
mﬁabﬁi&& \#ﬁTi’Jé‘Jﬂ%ﬁTﬁﬁ{t AR GLEASBRIER LA EIE > BABETFRE
BT EMGKEREY c AFABESEARRA T ERRARBLRAREI AR I RERE
m HEEHBRAHLEZGRAZTTHE WK%%&%EAD%#’Mﬁﬁwzﬁ&ﬁwo
AR BET - (1)19858] 19955 » sk KA EBE G T 199%%KE17.9% » 2B %K EHS
£ 1% o] 89 % B AR S B £50.0%38 w £57.9% « QHIE—HRFERT ’%EammwﬁﬁAa
HREAEAEGEY  SBRARELHELERY  QEHNBEAENERBRRFBET OREHE - %
E{zl‘mtwsﬁ/\nEﬁ*ﬁwér‘m%%#%éﬁ#aw%érﬁé% AR QB BRI R ERA OF
BBk ke 2B AN c RPEULLER » RAFTERRGEBRLELEERE
REBRLTCHAE > AREEBELMAGTEEN o (FEHE 1998 : 17(5) : 388-394)

B4s - B BRAER S HEFE -

Changes in the proportion of cross-region admissions in
Taiwan, 1985-1995

Since the implementation of the Medical Care Network program in 1985, the supply of hospi-
tal facilities in disadvantaged medical regions has substantially increased and the geographic dis-
tribution of hospital beds in Taiwan has been improved. This study aims to examine changes in
access to inpatient care as measured by the proportion of cross-region admissions for the last
decade. It was hypothesized that the proportion of cross-region admissions has decreased follow-
ing the improvement in the supply and geographic distribution of hospital beds. The data for the
analysis came from Hospital Discharge Surveys, Demographic Fact Books, and other governmen-
tal publications. The results of this study showed that: (1) Between 1985 and 1995 regional differ-
entials in the proportion of cross-region admissions in terms of coefficient of variation have in-
creased from 50.0% to 57.9% though the national proportion of cross-region admissions has slightly
decreased from 19.9% to 17.9%; (2) For each study year the proportion of cross-region admissions
was weakly associated with population density but strongly associated with the supply of hospital
beds; (3) After controlling the number of regional hospitals and medical centers in a region, the
proportion of cross-region admissions had little to do with population density and supply of hospi-
tal beds; and (4) Change in the proportion of cross-region admissions was negatively and weakly
associated with increasing population density and increasing supply of hospital beds. This study
thus concludes that the important role of regional hospitals and medical centers should be well
taken into account in order to improve geographic access to hospital care in the future. (Chin J
Public Health. (Taipei): 1998; 17(5):388-394)

Key words: medical care network, cross-region admission, program evaluation.
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