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Style-shifting and Accent Mobility in the
Toa-gu-tiau and Kuan-bio Dialects of Taiwan

Shu-chuan Chen and Wen-yu Chiang*

Abstract

This study explores the linguistic and social factors involved in style-
shifting and accent mobility within Toa-gu-tiau X4 and Kuan-bio [ &
dialects. According to Labov and Trudgill, the more carefully and formally a
language is used, the lower its frequency of dialectal variation will be. Their
claim is partially supported by the results of our research, which show that
style shifting and accent mobility occur only if speakers can differentiate the
sound undergoing changes from that of the other dominant dialect or language
triggering changes, or if a particular dialectal pronunciation is subject to
negative social evaluation by the community. With respect to accent mobility,
Toa-gu-tiau dialect is observed to have upward accent convergence, while
Kuan-bio dialect has both upward accent convergence and downward
divergence. Differences between the two dialects are explained in terms of

accommodation theory and ethnolinguistic theory.

Keywords: Taiwan, style-shifting, accent mobility, Toa-gu-tiau KX4-H# dialect,
Kuan-bio FHJ# dialect
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