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A FEMINIST CRITIQUE OF POLITICAL
SCIENCE METHODOLOGY

*
Chih-yu Shih
(ABSTRACT)

Contemporary political science research has a strong men’s bias. The
behavioral studies of politics produce pseudo-scientific terminology and
cognitive incapacity in current scholarship. Feminist perspectives of
politics empathize with the "objects" of the study in order to appreciate
the inner source of motivation behind each political act. This feminist
methodology requires an willingness on the part of the researcher to learn
the life experiences of those under study. In this regard, this article
contends that "analogy" as a scientific metaphor is much more appropriate

than as a "statistical correlation.” "Analogy" does not have to exclude the
centrality of the objects in constructing knowledge while "correlation"
does. Finally, a feminist epistemology would also require the creation of
knowledge to include its effect on the objects of research from the

objects’ standpoints.

Key words : feminism, political science, methodology, epistemology,

social science, state
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