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A Discussion of the Meaning of the
Chararcter Shen (%)

Lin Horng —Jia®

Abstract

The character shen ( ¥5]) is commonly seen in the Shangshu ( f1Z5).
The commentary on this classic supposedly authored by Kong Anguo ( FL{#)
glosses this character consistently as kuang ( ¥1.). This definition went
unchallenged until Wang Yinzhi ( £5[Z ) suggested that in some cases
glossing this character as kuang was not appropriate. Wang’s suggestion
has been widely accepted, and since then some scholars have gone on to
point out that there are even more instances in the Shangshu where shen
should not be glossed as kuang.

In this article, we argue that, contrary to the assertions of Wang and
others, shen can in fact be understood as kuang when it occurs in the
Shangshu. 1tis just thatin these questionable cases, shenis being used ina
comparative sense for emphasis. In such cases, however, the object being
used to set up the comparison is either omitted in the original text or is diffi-
cult to ascertain.

In this paper we will first look at how shen is used in other pre-Qin
texts and, after screening out questionable examples, we will show that this

character was indeed commonly glossed as kuwang. From there, we will
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look at examples in which shen i1s used to indicate a sense of emphasis to
see that an object of comparison is needed to achieve this sense. Next, we
hypothesize that the reason why earlier scholars questioned glossing shen
with kuang was due to the object of comparison in the sentence being either
omitted or being difficult to ascertain. At the same time, we argue that
from contextif is possible to determine the object of comparison in each of
these examples. As a result, we are not only able to explain the text, we are

also able to obtain a better understanding of the meaning of the original.

Kceywords: Shangshu, Wang Yinzhi. context, classical exegisis
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