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An Analysis of Expansion Process of Polysemic
Meanings Indicated by a Japanese Verb " tsukeru ; and

Theories Supporting Its Expansion Process

HSIEH Masae Toyochi”

Abstract

This paper contains mainly two parts: The first part points out the
problems we face when we analyze how a polysemic word transfers its
fundamental meaning to diversified polysemic meanings. Upon making a
comparative study among three major theories, ( 1) schematic theory
advocated by Langacher, (2) prototype theory advocated by Geroge
Lakoff and others, and (3) phenomenal element theory advocated by
Kunihiro, the paper determines what types of cognitive linguistic
theories would support for polysemic words in transferring fundamental
meaning to the diversified meanings.

The second part of the paper analyzes how a Japanese verb called
“tsukeru”transfers to diversified meanings from its fundamental meaning.
The paper examines the actual application of types of metaphorical
relationship supporting each case of changes in meanings. These
metaphorical relationships include synecdochic transfer, metaphoric
transfer, metonymic transfer, partial transfer, etc.

The paper examines what type of theory and metaphorical
relationship are applied for creating a new meaning. In conclusion, this

analysis formulates the schematic net-work model chart showing the

* Professor of the Department of Japanese Language and Literature, National Taiwan
University
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process of transfers from the fundamental meaning to the diversified
polysemic meanings as well as the complicated inter-relationship
existing among the fundamental meaning of “tsukeru”and all other newly

created polysemic meanings.

Key words: schema, prototype, network-model, transfer of meaning,

metaphor
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...a cluster of knowledge representing a particular generic

procedure,object, percept, event, sequence of events, or social

situation.
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' Mark Johnson,The Body in the Mind—The Bodily Basis of Meaning, Imagination,

and Reason,1987, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, p.19.

* Perry W. Thorndyke, “Applications of Schema Theory in Cognitive Research,”
in John Anderson and Stephen Kosslyn(eds.) Tutorials in Learning and Memory:
Essays in Honor of Gordon Bower, 1984, W.H.Freeman, S.F. p.167-p.192.
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> Ronald W. Langacker “op.cit,” 1987, p.75.
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