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Subjective or Objective: Interpreting Sexual Harassment
by Examining Implementation of the Sexual Harassment

Prevention Act

Ying-Chin Tseng
Doctoral Student, Department of Social Policy and Social Work,

National Chi Nan University

Yeun-Wen Ku

Professor, Department of Social Work, National Taiwan University

Abstract

Sexual harassment has been a topic of research for a long time. The
literature has provided us with many different interpretations and definitions
of various types of sexual harassment. This paper poses the question,
what would happen if personal perceptions of sexual harassment were
confronted by laws requiring that an ostensible case of sexual harassment
meet certain clearly defined criteria if it is to be identified as such for legal
purposes? Since the Sexual Harassment Prevention Act was enacted in
2006, Taiwanese professionals in relevant occupations have been required
to provide a justifiable interpretation of sexual harassment for their publicity
aimed at preventing sexual harassment, as well as for their investigations
of grievances. Therefore, it is essential that their interpretations of sexual
harassment be clarified. The aim of this paper is to provide an understanding

of how interviewees’ personal interpretations of sexual harassment, the
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guidelines they use for making practical judgments, the barriers they face in
enforcing the 2006 law, and whatever instances of sexual harassment they
may have experienced themselves. The interviewees were professionals in the
Department of Social Affairs, the Sexual Harassment Prevention Committee,
and the Department of Police in two Taiwanese counties. A specific objective
of the interviews was to clarify how the interviewees interpreted the concepts,
the personal experiences, and the processes they must deal with in enforcing
the Act. In comparing how the interviewees answered questions about how
they define the key theoretical concepts in the literature and how they interpret
the specific regulations embodied in the Act, we found a gap between the
perceptions and practical judgments that influenced how they enforced the
Act on the one hand and their personal feelings on the other. The paper offers
a more concrete conceptualization of sexual harassment for future research

and policy implementation.

Keywords: Sexual harassment, Sexual Harassment Prevention Act,

Subjective Definitions, Objective Definitions
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