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Figure: Framework for a good death
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[ Special Report]

Literature Review of Good Death Service

Ho-Hsien Lai Tai-Yuan Chiu Wen-Yu Hu' Hao-Hsiang Chang Chien-An Yao Ching-Yu Chen

ABSTRACT

Hospice/ Palliative care has been provided for about a decade in Taiwan. The final goal of
hospice/ palliative care is seeking for patient’s good death physically, psychologically, socially, and
spiritually. According to such concept, we could even infer that good death is the most important
indicator to measure if the provided hospice/ palliative care is good or not. Despite the conceptual
definition was elaborated by the Institute of Medicine National Academy of Sciences in 1997, the
norm of good death is still too abstractive to be understood and measured.

To provide readers a chance to understand what good death is, this review article is organized
and developed by following paragraphs of the importance of providing good death service via
hospice/ palliative care, the concept of good death, the framework of providing good death service,
and the development of good death service in Taiwan and other developed country. We do hope such a
article could be helpful to give the readers a vivid figure of good death.

(Taiwan J Hosp Palliat Care 2005 = 10 © 2 : 174-185)
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