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Abstract

This article was tended to review main aspects of the seed bank ecology.
Firstly, the methods of estimating seed bank were compared, examples of
soil seed bank were tabulated, factors affecting seed bank of arable lands
were discussed, and the importance of the categories of soil seed bank was
stressed, Secondly, dormancy cycles and field emergence were discussed at
length, beginning from the methodology of revealing the dormancy cycle of
buried seed, and then some examples of different types of the cycle. This
topic was ended with the role of temperature in the periodically changes of
the dormant status of the buried seeds. Finally, examples were given to
demonstrate how to use the knowledge of seed bank ecology : weed control,
reconstruction of habitat, production of wild plants, and classroom exercise.

Key words: seed, ecology, dormancy, soil seed bank, temperature.
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