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The Development of Social Work
Education in Taiwan: Issues of the
Post-professionalism

Wan-I Lin"

Abstract

The article examines the development of social work education in Taiwan
since the enactment of the Social Worker Act in 1997. The data indicates that the
number of social work departments in Taiwan has doubled and the number of so-
cial work students has increased by 150% between 1997 and 2010. Correspond-
ingly, the number of social work faculty has doubled. However, the proportion of
professional staff holding degree in social work/social welfare/social policy re-
mains low. With regard to the curriculum, the national social worker certification
exam is a major influence on the design of curriculum for social work programs.
More social work programs provide concentrations by field of practice than previous-
ly, but the minimum credit hour requirement for each concentration varies among
institutions. In short, Taiwanese social work education today is short of professional
faculty, effective curriculum mapping, clear-cut course concentrations, and distinction
between undergraduate course levels. To improve the quality of social work edu-

cation in Taiwan, the author proposes that the number of faculty with doctorate
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degree in social work be increased, a professional division of labor between insti-
tutions be formed, practice method and field of practice courses be integrated, and

a foundation course in social and economic justice be provided.

Keywords: social work education, curriculum mapping, core curricula
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