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A Cognit ive Linguist ic  Analys is  of  Polysemic Meanings 

of  Japanese Verb "hashiru(to run)"  

Hsieh ,  Masae  To yo ch i *

Abst ract  

Th is  paper  i n t ends  to  ana l yz e  the  seman t i c  s t ruc tu re  t ha t  

suppor t s  po l ysemic  cha r ac te r i s t i c s  shown b y a  J apanese  ve rb  

“hash i ru  ( to  run )” .  B y app l yin g  cogn i t ive  l i ngu i s t i c  t heo r i e s ,  t h i s  

pape r  c l a r i f i e s  how the  seman t i c  componen t s  ca l l ed  the  

p ro to t yp ica l  ca t e go r y fo rms  the  ma in  mean ing  o f  “hash i ru” .  The  

pape r  ex amines  to  wha t  ex ten t  s eman t i c  r e l a t ionships  based  on  the  

outward  growth  o f  a  l ex i ca l  ne twork  by ex tens ion  f rom pro to t ypes  

a re  d i r ec t l y  invo lved  wi th  p roduc t ion  o f  new po l ysemic  mean ings .  

Based  on  the  f ac t s  f ound  b y the  ana l ys i s ,  a s  a  conc lus ion ,  t he  pape r  

ca t egor i z es  20  po l ys emic  mean ings  tha t  t he  ve rb  “hash i ru”  

ex pres ses ,  and  c l a r i f i e s  how seman t i c  r e l a t ionsh ips  among these  20  

pol ysemic  mean in gs  a re  ex tended  f rom p ro to t ypes .    

Ke y words :  Po l ys e m y,  Po l ysemic  Mea n ings ,  Me taphor,  Me ton ym y,   

Ex tens ion  f rom Pro to t ypes  
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1975
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1993

1996

1995

1982

1986

5 9

1996

1983

1995  1247

1996 110

2002

2004

1990

21 19 89
172

1994

63

1991
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1993
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