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Evolution of the Concept of “Antara-
bhava-skandha”: From the Eastern Han
to the Southern- Northern Dynasties

Law Yan®

Abstract

“Antara-bhava-skandha” is a well-known doctrine in the popular teach-
ings of Buddhism. First introduced to China by An Shigao in the Eastern
Han Dynasty, the concept of Antara-bhava-skandha was widely propagated
throughout the Han-Wei and the Six Dynasties. This paper aims to
explicate the various discourses related to the concept by examining a body
of Buddhist texts transmitted to China since the Han times. The author tries
to illustrate the close relationship between the concept of Antara-bhava-
skandha and the doctrines of Karma and Samskara (Transmigration). In
addition, the author argues that the concept of “Antara-bhava-skandha” and
the Chinese theory of “the immortality of the soul” actually share a

common ground in terms of their philosophical concerns and significance.

KcyWords: antara-bhava-skandha. karma. transmigration.
the immortality of the soul
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