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Abstract

The article explores what “politics” means for Confucius and his
disciples by examining the text of The Analects. First, I make a
comparison between the English word “politics” and its Chinese
translation. Then I discuss the ideal political order of Confucianism, the
problem of political legitimacy, and the virtue of a Confucian statesman. I
argue that the rule of virtue is fundamentally different from the western
tradition of the rule of law, and deficient in that it cannot be
institutionalized though it helps supplement the latter. The emphasis on
filial and fraternal virtue in politics, moreover, messes up the principles of
the public and the private. However, the comprehensive account of
political virtues in the Analects provides us with an invaluable treasure for
political theorization, not being affected by the fact that it is not a

democratic theory.

Keywords: Confucianism, Analects, Confucius, politics, rule of virtue,

legitimacy



