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Under the guidance and support of the Science Education Division of NSC, we have held a
series of popular science lectures, called “Prospects”. The theme means that not only we review
the current status of a certain field of science, the speaker also indicates the future development
of the field with the scientific progressesin 5to 10 years. Every year the seriesis consisted of
two sessions: a Spring session and a Fall session, each consisting of 8 talks. This series of talks
have been very popular and welcome by audience from the genera public and aso from high
school and college students. Because the time of the lecture seriesisfixed (every Friday
evening), the place isaso fixed (NTU Applied Mechanics Lecture Hall), and the invited speakers
are all active researchers with superb research results, this series has helped form a group of
people who is strongly interested in attending and listening to popular science talks. In the past
year (2007.3~2008.2), the theme of the Spring series is “The Day After Tomorrow — The Future
of Earth Creatures through the Global Change”. The theme of the Fall session is “Science—
The Eternal Search”. The total attendance was 4,843 people, which gives an average of more
than 300 per talk. There are atotal of 236 seatsin the NTU lecture hall, which means that on
average each talk received more than afull room of audience. Thisisaclear indication that this
series has reached the proposed goal of science education.

Keywords: Prospects lecture series, Popular science talks, General Public Science Activities
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