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2005 Int’l Symposium on Body & Cognition: A Multidisciplinary Perspective
Date: 6/5/2005-6/6/2005

it

Description
Embodied Cognition arose in the 1980s in Cognitive Sciences as a reaction against the

classical view of mind. In the embodied cognition view, mind leaks out into the world.
As we confront some task, a part of the functions as a process which, were it done in
the head, we would have no hesitation in recognizing it as part of the cognitive
process, then that part of the world is part of the cognitive process. In the research on
embodied concepts, it is now generally recognized that meaning results from intrinsic
workings of the body and the brain and that human understanding of any target
domain is structured first and foremost in the human body and its interaction with the
physical world. We construct cognitive models that reflect concepts concerned with
interaction between the body and the environment and it is this conceptual
embodiment that leads to formulation of basic level concepts. Very suggestive
evidence from neuroscience also supports embodied concepts. Thus conceptualizing
color of objects is know to activate a brain area near V4; Conceptualizing categories
with functional properties is known to activate motor areas. Modality-specific
representations thus underlie our conceptual knowledge.

2005 International Symposium on Body & cognition: A multidisciplinary Perspective
seeks to bring together researchers of differing backgrounds and intellectual interests
who address the role of body in cognitive processes. The symposium seeks to foster
cross-disciplinary dialogue and integration, in order to arrive at a richer and more
unified perspective.

This symposium is both international in character and interdisciplinary in scope.

Research questions include, but are not limited to:

(1) The rule of embodied concepts in language form, function, i.e. in what way does
grammar and lexis reflect the role of body in cognition.

(2) The cultural contingencies of body in cognition and the deployment of body in the
creation and maintenance of cultural constructs.

(3) The role of body in aesthetics.

(4) Emotion in art and the brain.

Sponsors
“2005 International Symposium on Body & cognition: A multidisciplinary
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Perspective” is sponsored by the Center for Humanities Research of National Science
Council in Taiwan.
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