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A Study on “Bupposo”

CHAO Chi-yu ~

Abstract

Ugetsu Monogatari, a short novel selection of Ueda Akinari, is
divided into five volumes, five books and nine stories; among them, the
fifth story “Bupposo,” the first one “Shiramine” and the last one
“Hinpukuron” are much different from the others, woven with weird plot
and knowledgeable debates, which are especially abundant in
“Bupposo.”

This dissertation emphasizes on discussing Akinari’s motivations,
techniques and themes of creating “Bupposo.” The story title comes from
Akinari’s personal experience of once hearing the Bupposo bird’s calling
on his way to Mt. Koya, which left him a deep impression, is obviously
the motive power of writing this story. In the setting of ghosts appearing,
Akinari abandons the common techniques of cause and effect, trying to
leave deeper impressions on the readers and aspirate the effects. The
specific knowledgeable content in “Bupposo” is also quite matched with
the weirdness of the story, and becomes a great characteristic of this
story. Besides, by comparing and contrasting, | regard “Yon-Zhou-
Ye-Miao-Ji” as one of the origins of this story.

In the conclusion, | consider the theme of “Bupposo” emphasize
the fact that: for everyone in this modern age, the best way is to be

independent, not relying on religious powers.

Key words: Bupposo, Sessyokanpaku, Toyotomi Hidetsugu, Mt. Koya,

Tama River.

“ Professor of the Department of Japanese Language and Literature,
National Taiwan University
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