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How the Six Masters of the North Sung Dynasty Succeed Han Yu and Liu Tsung-yuan
and Develop the Classic Style of Writing
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Abstract

Han Yu and Liu Tsung-yuan try hard to promote the classic style of writing
gu-wen in the mid-Tang Dynasty. Afterwards, most of the gu-wen writers imitate
their style.  In the North Sung Dynasty, O-yang Hsiu, Wang An-shih, Su Hsun, Su
Shih, Su Che and Tseng Gong create another climax of gu-wen writing on the basis of
Han and Liu.And there are many people discussing these gu-wen successors. But as
to how these Six Mastersimitate Han and Liu, and how they make renovations, there
is no settled, accepted opinion thus far. In this five-year project, we want to make
clear how different these Six Masters imitate and inherit Han and Liu by making an
entire investigation on these Six Masters and their gu-wen writings. The first part of
our project, entitled “How O-Yang Hsiu Succeed Han Yu and Develop the Classic
Style of Gu-Wan Writing,” focuses on O-Yang Hsiu. He respects Han but criticizes
Liu, therefore he is deeply influenced by Han.
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