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From Military Region to Local Government:
Examination of the Transformation of Commandery
during the Warring States Period Based on
Qin Bamboo Manuscripts and Weapon Inscriptions

You, Yi-fei

Abstract

According to Shuihudi Qin law, there were twelve commanderies in the
state of Qin during King Zhao’s reign, commanderies had no authority to
control district personnel. According to Shuihudi Qin law and Yuelu Qin
bamboo manuscripts, district officials obtained judicial power -earlier,
commanderies obtained judicial power from the First Qin Emperor. Based on
the above and other scholars’ research, Qin commanderies had no authority
to control district personnel, courts or finance until late in King Zhao’s reign.
Commanderies had no authority to govern district. Not until the eve of Qin
unification, did the Qin develope a local political system under which
commanderies governed districts. Before late in King Zhao’s reign to the
First Qin Emperor, Qin commanderies didn’t hold complete local
administrative powers, therefore they could not be regarded as the superior
authority over and above districts.

According to weapon inscriptions during the Warring States period,
commandery governors monitored the weapon casting of the county, this

phenomenon reflected their role as military commanderies.

*

Doctor of History, National Taiwan University.
No. 1, Sec. 4, Roosevelt Road, Taipei, 10617 Taiwan (R.O.C.);
E-mail: d98123002@ntu.edu.tw.
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Viewing the Qin bamboo manuscripts and weapon inscriptions together,
Qin commandery governors received military power first, then justical,
financial and personnel power later. These data demonstrate the
transformation of commanderies from military region to local administrative

government during the Warring States period.

Keywords: Commandaries and districts, military region, local government, Shuihudi Qin
bamboo manuscripts, Yuelu Qin bamboo manuscripts, Qin weapon inscriptions.
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