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The Political Thought of Laozi Xiang’erzhu

Chun-Hung Lin™*

Abstract

This article deals with the early writing of Daoist (Taoist) religion known as
Laozi Xiang’erzhu (comprehensive annotations of Laozi).We may rediscover the
internal connection between political discourses (narrated by Daoist School and
Confucian School in Han dynasty) and Daoist religion by analyzing the content of
this classical text. The thesis here is that, in general, the religious competes with and
corresponds to the political. We shall analyze the academic position of Xiang’erzhu
in Han dynasty and discuss the epistemological and ontological understanding
found in this early Daoist religion text. Three issues that are dwelled upon in
Xiang’erzhu will be discussed in this article, i.e., the dialogue and linkage between
secular politics and religious authority , the way to achieve immortality by
following the admonishments of Dao (Tao), and how those ideal Dao-approaching
personalities become the rulers or get immortal. Some preliminary comparisons
between Xiang’erzhu and Tai-Ping Jing that lead to general comprehension of the
early development of Daoist religion will be submitted in the conclusion. In this
article, 1 will also try to answer the following questions: “Why do scholars try to get
involved in the religious?”, “Why do admonishments of Dao play the role as
philosophical and political disciplines do?”, “Is the Confucianist ethics of virtue
equal to the admonishments of Dao?”, “How does the divine differ from this
world?” ,“How does the body interact with the mind or the spirit?” ,“How is the
relationship between Confucian School and Daoist School during the whole Han
dynasty which even lasted into Wei-Jin era?”, “Is there any similarity between the
hierarchy of political affairs and religious affairs?”, and “How does the body
formation get involved in the state building process?”

* Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, National Taiwan University. E-mail:
demain@ntu.edu.tw.
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As a sutra of Daoist religion, Xiang’erzhu absorbs the essence inherent in the
political discourses of both Confucianism and Daoist philosophy. We can easily
trace and catch the important transition in middle-age Chinese political philosophy
just by analyzing what we get in this important text in the early age of Daoist
religion.

Key words: admonishment, immortal, Daoist religion, Xiang'erzhu, Qi (air or
breath), body and mind



