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Vocabulary of the Chinese Translation of the
Book Entitled “Modogiwa no Totto-chan”

- Discussion from Chapter 1 to Chapter 10 -

LIN Li-ping>*
Abstract

The purpose of this study is to discuss the use of vocabulary
in the Chinese translation of the book entitled “Modogiwa no
Totto-chan” (written by Kuroyanagi, Tetsuko in 1981) with a
record-breaking sale of one million copies, in hopes of
conducting the Comparative Study of Vocabulary (F'! F &t 47,
1995.) The study attempts to reveal and discuss the
characteristics of the vocabulary from Chapter 1 to Chapter 10 of
the book based on the number of vocabulary, by comparing the
Chinese translation version with the Japanese source text.

The book entitled “f’i:f P Ay " (H 7% 045 ,1986) has
been selected for research and discussion on the basis of “book
sale conditions” and “accessibility.” The current research
findings suggest that the use of symbols in the Chinese

translation version is not significantly different from the

*

Associate Professor of the Department of Japanese Language and
Literature, National Taiwan University
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Japanese source text, but the average rate of word use for each
chapter is lower for the Chinese translation version than that for
the Japanese source text. | believe that such findings are not
occasional, and are possibly related to the “agglutinative
language” inherent in the Japanese language, because this
difference in the number of vocabulary may be caused by the

173

overuse of the auxiliary word “7 = 7 \.”

A more substantial analysis report of this research will be
submitted after subsequent studies have been completed. The
objective of the Comparative Study of Vocabulary is to
understand the differences and similarity of cultures inherent in
different languages, from a discussion of languages. This article
confirms the possibility of conducting the Comparative Study of

Vocabulary of the book entitled “Modogiwa no Totto-chan” and

sets a foundation for this research, which is greatly meaningful.

Key words: Comparative Study of Vocabulary, IE'i,T [P Y |1 fi, Use

Rate
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