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Establishing New Education:
A Study of Aurora University 2 H 2[5
(1903-1905)

Chu-ching Tsai”

Abstract

The “university” did not exist in the traditional Chinese educational
system. After losing the Opium War in 1840, China realized that one
possible way to protect itself from future invasion was to promote the
study of western knowledge. Therefore, the establishment of new types of
educational institutions became an important part of China’s policy. In
this article, I investigate the establishment of Aurora University 2= H
7% in 1903 by Ma Xiangbo F#4H{H, who received a doctorate in Sacred
Theology from Shanghai’s Society of Jesus in 1870, and examine how
the new educational system fulfilled Ma’s ideals. First, I analyze the
influence that Ma’s Catholic education exerted not only on the formation
of Aurora University, but also on Ma’s own complex identity, which
bridged the sacred and the secular, as well as western and eastern cultures.
Second, I discuss the educational ideals and practices at Aurora in order

to elucidate its historical significance in early 20th century China.

Key words: Ma Xiangbo FEfH{, Ma Jianzhong FE £, Liang Qichao

2B, Society of Jesus, Latin, Aurora University 22 H E2[5E
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