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Hui Dong’s Spring and Autumn
Annals Scholarship

Chang Su-ching”

Abstract

Hui Dong considered that the Ham Confucians were closer to
antiquity, followed the traditional schools of interpretation, and
transcribed the transmitted archaic pronunciations onto bamboo and silk.
Thus he had respect for the Han and concentrated on the Han Learning
interpretation of the Classics that respected antiguity, emphasizing the
“guyi ( 528 )” of the Confucian phrase, “Transmit but do not create,”
as the representative model of interpretation. He used guyi as the basis
for his textual reconstruction and evidential scholarship, stressed study of
ancient pronunciation, and authored texts such as Han Learning Yi ( &
#%2 ), and the Explanation of the Zhouyi ( &R ), outlining the
beginning of a new way of commentary. According to his three texts,
Supplementary Notes to the Zuozhuan ( A% ), “Guyi of the
Gongyang Commentary ( A% 42 ),” and “Guyi of the Guliang
Commentary ( 2o b2 ),” all may be classed as the type of interpreta -
tion of “guyl { ¥ ).” We can say that his Spring and Autumn Annals

scholarship did not strictly preserve the distinction between Old Text
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and New Text schools, and he was not bound to study solely according
to any one traditional school or commentary. The core of his exegeses
of the Classics changed from the interpretation of their concealed
meanings, to ancient pronunciation, and he turned in the direction
of ancient philology according to meaning and pronunciation; in
addition, concentrating on researching the system of governmental
decrees and regulations.  Ordering the Spring and Autumn Annals
according to ritual, this was actually a breakthrough in that he used Han
Learning to supplement and correct the Wei and Jin Dynasty
commentaries; and also we should not overlook his ultimate goal of
ordering the world. In sum, although Hui Dong’s study of the classics
declared thét it described what was ancient, it actually opened up a new

direction through Han Learning.

Keyword: Han Learning, guyi, type of interpretation, exegesis of the
Classics, Chien-Chia, Hsueh Shu
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