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The Concept of Poetic Rhythm in Yin
Fan’s Heyue Yinling Ji

Tsai, Yu"

Abstract

In the high Tang, Yin Fan compiled Heyue yingling ji, a collection that proposes
a wide range of arguments on Chinese poetics. The work takes on particular
importance in the concept of poetic rhythm, which this article discusses by breaking
it down into four aspects.

First, I focus on the terminology of poetic rthythm in Heyue yingling ji and
discuss how Yin’s concept of poetic rhythm speaks and relates to Shen Yue’s
proposed regulations of poetic rhythm in the Southern Qi and Yuan Jing’s methods
on the alteration of tonal prosody in the early Tang, which confirms the importance
of poetic rhythm in the realm of Chinese poetics.

Secondly, in recourse to “Shi Ge” from China and Japan in the Tang and
Song period, I examine and categorize all the selected poems in Heyue yingling ji
to corroborate Yin’s diverse perspectives on poetic forms, and argue that his so-
called “new poetry form” should include two forms: /iti (the form of /iishi) and “the
second-character rule.”

Third, in reference to the poetic forms embodied in three selected poems in
the high Tang — Souyu xiaoji, Guo xiu ji, and Qie zhong ji — I explore the common
features among the poetic forms of the high Tang, through which I subsequently
highlight Yin Fan’s unique theoretical approach to the field.

Finally, I examine the new and the ancient poetry forms, respectively, to analyze

* Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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Yin Fan’s proposed theory of “matching the lyrics with the tune, the beginning with
the end” for the understanding of poetic rhythm. Through this analysis, I delineate
the hereditary relationship between his theory and Wang Changling’s Shi ge.

In sum, through the research steps outlined above, the article hopes to clarify
the key links in the theoretical development of poetic rhythm in the Tang period.

Keywords: high Tang poetics, Heyue yingling ji,
the concept of poetic rhythm, second-character rule,
Tang Poems Selected in the Tang Dynasty
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