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Japanese Sentence Patterns and Question Patterns

TIO, Sun-bun

National Taiwan University

Abstract

This paper aims to define Japanese sentence patterns based on Valence
Grammar, which takes a sentence as the composition of a predicate phrase, the core
component, and other noun phrases. Predicate phrases include verb, adjective,
nominal adjective and noun; noun phrases include a noun with a particle in the
narrow sense and include adverbial phrases and conjunctions in the broad sense.

Based on this point of view, sentence patterns can be classified into three
categories. The first category, named “sentence-final type,” puts emphasis on verb
phrases including auxiliary verbs and sentence-final particles. The second category,
“sentence-initial type,” is classified based on the initial noun phrases. In a complex
sentence, the noun phrase and adverbial phrase can be taken as the third category
“sentence-middle type”.

According to these three categories and their distribution, we can analyze
Japanese commonly used key words of Japanese language proficiency test (JLPT),
divided as level one, level two, level three and level four. This method not only can
deepen and expand our knowledge of Japanese sentence patterns and question

patterns, but also can be applied widely in Japanese language education.

Keywords: Japanese sentence pattern and question pattern, valence grammar,
sentence-final type, sentence-initial type, sentence-middle type,
Japanese language proficiency test

TIO, Sun-bun, Professor, Department of Japanese Language and Literature, National Taiwan University
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