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HOSPITALIZING THE SUSPECTED SEVERELY
MENTAL ILL PATIENTS

CHueH CHANG

This study is intended to understand the dif-
ficulties in process of hospitalizing the disturbed
psychiatric patients in the community.

175 family members of psychiatric patients,
194 public health nurses, 104 police officers, and
180 neighborhood workers have been inter-
viewed and answered by them either through one-
to-one interview or through mailing question-
naires.

The problems during the hospitalizing pro-
cess included: (1) administrative perspective: the
Mental Health Act did not clearly indicate how
personnel involved would coordinate during the

compulsory escorting process; (2) Interactive

Junag FenG Hsu

perspective: "the resistence of the patients" was
the tough issue of the related persons. In addi-
tion, "how to cooperate with other related work-
ers" was also a problem; (3) Hospital perspec-
tive: "difficult to get a bed for admission into the
hospital" was complained by the relatd persons..
Based on these results, the needs of better
publicity for the Mental Health Act, the obliga-
tions of the guardians, the conditions of com-
pulsory hospital admission, etc. are discussed and
recommendations are made for revision of the
Mental Health Act in the future.(Chin J Public
Health (Taipei) ; 1995 ; 14 (5) :438-445)

Key words: Mental Health Act, Mental ill patients, Hospitalization
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