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A study of the “yi--- ye”construction in Yi zhuan

CHANG Li-li

(Department of Chinese Literature, Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan, China)

Abstract; Focusing on the “yi--- ye” construction in Yi zhuan ., this paper aims to demonstrate how the structure
analysis can contribute to the interpretation of ancient texts. Only Yi zhuan, but not Yi jing, contains this
polysemous construction, which can be analyzed as the cause clause, the purpose clause, the by clause, or the
PP-V clause containing yi (LL) as a preposition. In addition to the above-mentioned possible analysis, the
historical studies and modern translations have treated them as the result clause, the parallel clause, the proce-
dure clause and the modified clause. From the aspect of syntax, this paper points out that more caution‘ should
be taken if we interpret it to be the result clause, whereas the last three interpretations are not acceptable. The
discussion in this paper shows that the structure analysis can help us avoid inappropriate interpretation and re-
strict the possible interpretations of a particular construction to a certain numbers,

Key words: Yi Zhuan; the “yi-- ye” construction; the assertive construction; the function words; the interpre-

tation of ancient texts
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