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Abstract

This study anayzes the making of
Talwan's mainland policy. It combines the
“power asymmetry model” on the
international structural level and the “vote
maximizing model” on the domestic level for
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a full analysis. The power asymmetry model
argues that Taiwan opts for “balancing” or
“bandwagoning” towards mainland China
based on the economic gap between the two
sides and the degree of Western (primarily
the US) support. It however lacks a
discussion of the domestic mechanism to
translate structural causes into concrete
policies. The vote maximizing model follows
the rational choice approach in asserting that
electora competition tends to guide the
various political partiesin Taiwan to adopt a
mainland policy that best suits the
preferences of the middle voters who
constitute the majority of Taiwan’s electorate.
The combination of the two models provides
an analysis that pinpoints both the structura
elements and domestic mechanism in the
making of Taiwan’s mainland policy.
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