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The Sub-culture of the Community-based Elderly People
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Abstract

The elderly population in Taiwan has been
increasing rather fast.  Currently, there are

more than 1.86 million elderly people,

composing at least 8.3% of the total population.

Facing the inevitable process of personal ageing

and societal ageing, the government seems to

have prepared some strategies.  Yet,
experiences of policy-making and service
provision have proven that there 1s a gap
between those applied strategies and the
1deation of the elderly people themselves.

Therefore, 1t 1s crucial to understand the elderly

themselves, expecially their “sub-culture”.

The purposevf the proposed study are
three-folded:

1. To record the activities, interpersonal
Interactions, language and other customs of
the community dwelling elderly people;

2. To analyze the meaning of these customs
and the beliefs, values, attitudes of the
elderly people referred by these customs;

3. To create a set of basic data for further
studying the sub-culture of the Taiwanese
elderly people.

Multiple methods were used, including
direct observation, participant observation and
individual in-depth interview. The researcher
and her assistants emerged in the everyday life
environments of the elderly people, such as the
senior centers, temples or churches, hospitals,
and their family to collect data. So far 53
Interview records, plus research notes and field
observation records were typed up and analyzed.
This study proposed a tentative theory of ‘the
elder-centered relationship network.
Practitioners should consider this theory while
providing services to the elderly.
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