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A Discussion of the Order of the Hexa-
grams and Symbols of the Shanghai
Museum Chu Bamboo Manuscript of the
Book of Changes

—— A Reflection on Pu Maozuo’s Resecarch on the

Chu Bamboo Manuscript of the Book of Changes

Ho Chak - Hang*

Abstract

With the publication of the Warring States Chu Bamboo Manuscripts,
Vol. 3in December 2003, the earliest known edition of the Book of Changes
has captured the attention and imagination of scholars. This manuscript
consists of 58 bamboo slips containing parts of 34 hexagrams for a total of
1,806 characters (of which three are combinations of two characters, eight
are marks indicating the repetition of the previous character, and 25 are
representations of hexagrams). According to an analysis of the symbols
used in the bamboo manuscripts by Pu Maozuo, the order of the hexagrams
in this version 18 different from the one seen in the transmitted version of

the Book of Changes. This argument is, to date, the most important
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research to be done based on the bamboo manuscript of the Book of
Changes. And while there have been a number of divergent views put
forward in the past several years, a review of Pu’s two volume work
Research on the Chu Bamboo Manuscript of the Book of Changes published
in 2006 shows that he has basically stuck to his original view, albeit with
some revision and further elaboration. As such, it would appear that no
consensus has been reached by scholars on this question as of the present.

In this paper, we will point out that Pu’s assertion that the bamboo
manuscript represents an alternative arrangement of the hexagrams depends
on three assumptions, namely that hexagrams form pairs either based on a
inversion of their order or on an reversal of all six lines of a particular hexa-
gram ( FEFHEE), the idea that this text represents the incorporation of a
theory of yin and yang into the philosophy Book of Changes ( [2F5#E1L),
and that all of these bamboo slips originate from the same version ( FEfH—
). However, as we shall show, given the evidence available to us today,
each of these three assumptions is not without their problems. Therefore,
based on the symbols used on these bamboo slips, we argue that it is impos-
sible to determine whether they represent an ordering of the hexagrams
different from the one used in the transmitted version of the Book of

Changes.

Keywords: Chu bamboo manuscript of the Book of Changes.
symbols, order of hexagrams, pairing of hexagrams,
yin-yang theory
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