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Jesty o BE TS % g (dis-ease) | (3 ¢ 0 2000: 75,83) 0 At fd
BFLWERG o d R 2 E (1999) © AILEL LA B PR AL 4y Ak
fttu BRETESHE LR BTl b e 3 T BRI A PR AT
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EiRLE|] Jsiyt SRRV 7Y L LR oA g E zcl[f;*lpj‘f
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WO HHE R FRN Y A iR § R P IRES BRI T M)
R I % o



A NMEH AL 2 8 57
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Y:){Z_[/IEI_J ’ :LF;;%E @;Zhjf/\il_lﬁ%'%{ S BTV ETR o
B 1 LR Y O > 2T BT

Foo4 VU EAEGN G RAEF D AREAE Y IR A BV IHRADM D
F e TEER A Bl dp T gz & 1 (Verhaeghe, 1999) - F1 5 B vk f2 - = 80t 3
R FHBE A VUEFIP A BEREE LR AT e N K



?F[E}*ﬁ: ~ EL{ ° f/['[ﬂ |9 T3] (Serge André) F’-’rr[ S =

8

i@%*aﬁﬁ@’ﬂﬂ{ﬁ&%@gﬁﬂ*&%@in?@%gimgﬁoxe

FLFB AN M ERPRAT A X5 G bt 0 blAe bk B LIRS

ﬂ’iﬁ“ﬂﬁﬁmfﬁa% T ET TS IR S S T AN

BPEPRSERES MWW A R AT B 2 I B R R R
YL

l”éw

’ B

o few i eh g BT 0 FRAFN AT BN R A N ARE
TR REALER > REFE- HHFEHNARIE R R AP HE R IRZEG
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EVRRPIE— Fp - o - B BN e [ R R
TS WM HIERLE RS FIpY T2 ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ? RLSwEY
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After Hysteria—
Debating Female Fetishism as a Coping Mechanism

Tsung-huei Huang

Abstract

This paper seeks to scrutinize the debates over whether hysteria
and fetishism can serve as subversive tactics for female subjects to
empower themselves. Since some feminists believe hysteria can be
employed to deconstruct patriarchy while others assume fetishism as a
coping mechanism that is much more powerful, it is necessary to
probe into how they approach these two clinical structures from a
gendered perspective. In this paper, having explored the Freudian and
Lacanian theorization of hysteria, 1 will deal with the controversies
about whether hysterical women successfully debunk the patriarchal
discourse by refuting the analysts’ interpretation of their symptoms. |
will also address the question of whether the structure of hysteria can
shed light on our understanding of female desire. On the other hand,
this paper aims to inquire if fetishism offers promises to female sub-
jects, as E. L. McCallum and Elizabeth Grosz suggest. Do fetishists
know well how to disavow an unwelcome reality and thus have the
potential to destabilize the patriarchal imposition of normative sexual
division? Will female fetishism effectively subvert patriarchy without
falling prey to aggressive transference? | will take up the topic of fe-
male fetishism by exploring the aforementioned questions. Having
examined the mechanisms of hysteria and fetishism respectively, this
paper hopes to help us reconsider if women, when seeking to subvert
the patriarchal structure, cannot but choose between being hysterics
and fetishists.

Key Words: hysteria, fetishism, object a, feminism, subjectivity
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